Newpark
Town Center

CREATING A SUSTAINABLE,
WALKABLE TOWN CENTER IN
UTAH SKI COUNTRY

by Lee Ingalls

Above: Newpark’s paved trail assures

its residents access to active and

tranquil natural spaces.
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t's been a long, strange trip for de-
I veloper Jim Doilney. A former aca-

demic (he received a PhD in Urban
and Regional Economics in the 1970s),
ski bum, and software designer, he’s
now a conventional production builder
with an increasing eye towards sustain-
ability and green vision. “When | started
building, I decided to give people what
they wanted instead of what I thought
the:v should want,” says Doilney, who is
now the co-owner of Newpark Corpo-
ration, Inc. in Park City, UT. “But [ still
harbored this goal of trying to do good
things.”

Doilney, who recently turned 60, is
hoping to achieve both of those objec-
tives with his current project, Newpark

Town Center.

24 | GREEN BUSINESS QUARTERLY SPRING 2009

“Newpark is sort of the pinnacle of my
career;” says Doilney, adding that the
project provides him an opportunity to
put into practice a number of his core
beliefs, one of which is that urban land-
scapes should be planned in such a way
as to reduce sprawl. “It doesn’t matter
if you've gota LEED-Platinum build-
ingif you'reina sprawl environment
and you have ten times the surface area
of another building of the same square

footage,” he says.

Located six miles from the center of
Park City, the Newpark Town Center is
a mixed-use development that brings
together housing, office, recreation, and
shopping functions arranged in a com-
pact design that minimizes the impact

on the surrounding environment, When

complete, the complex will consist of

more than 800,000 square feet of inte-
rior construction on 36 acres of devel-
oped space and 257 acres of dedicated

open space.

Doilney notes that Newpark aims to

be a walkable town center for western
Summit County, UT. “It’s very impor-
tant in a town center that you gi\'c peo-
ple something to do without the need to
drive,” he says.

In addition to the resort, walkable ame-
nities at Newpark include:

* environmental education center;

* conference center;

* retail shops;

* restaurants;

* eight-screen movie theater;

* medical and dental clinics;

* liquor store;

* grocery stores,

Notably, Newpark Town Center is par-
ticipating in the US Green Building
Council’s LEED for Neighborhood De-
velopment pilot program. LEED-ND
aims to certify “exemplary development
projects that perform well in terms of
smart growth, new urbanism, and green
building” Newpark is currently at Stage
2 in the thrce—stage certification process.

Doilney says avoiding sprawl started
with the location of the site. Newpark
is near the intersection of Interstate

80 and Utah 224, a regional highway.
This puts it in close proximity to exist-
ing transit, infrastructure and services.
It’s also near Redstone Plaza, an exist-
ing business development. “So we were
filling in the blanks rather than starting

from scratch,” says Doilney.

Parking at Newpark is widely dispersed
in a variety of configurations (covered,
garage, on-street, and side and rear of
buildings). This minimizes the num-
ber of large lots and reduces heat island
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effect. Parking is also planned for shared Left to right:

use, with office workers and recreation MarcWangsgard

visitors using the same parking spaces
at different times. To reduce car depen- co-developed
dence and encourage biking and walk- Newpark Town
ing, Newpark provides one bike rack Center.
space for every ten parking spaces; sets
speed limits within the town center at
20 miles per hour for safer walking; and
offers free shuttles during peak demand

periods.

A predecessor of Newpark owned by
Deilney built 200 residences on the
north side of Interstate 80 and miles of
bike trails leading up into the Wasatch

Mountains. To make these residences

¢ Newpark is sort of the pinnacle
of my career. 99 jin oitney, dereloper

and trails accessible to the new devel-
opment, Newpark converted a former
drainage culvert under 1-80 into a pe-
destrian underpass.

Above: Newpark promoted a special election creating Summit County’s transit district, which offers free public buses.
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Preserving open space is another goal of
the development and a key factor in ob-
taining LEED-ND certification, New-
park borders the Swaner Nature Pre-
serve, a 1200-acre wetland. Doilney es-
timates that Newpark preserved more
than 95 percent of the wetlands within
its LEED-ND project bou_ndar)' as well
as off-site open space, It also replaced
the two acres of wetlands with man-
made wetlands in detention basins along
the Newpark Town Center’s eastern
bDrdEI‘. ThESe maﬂ*m’c‘ldc \VEt]arldS }16}])
filter and purif)' water contaminated b)f
roads and parking lots.

Newpark Corporation donated more
than 400 acres to the Swaner Nature
Preserve for the Swaner EcoCenter,
This 10,000-square-foot educational fa-
cility, which opened in September 2008,
sits adjacent to Ncwl:mrk Town Center.
Officials with the preserve expect it to
be the first structure in Utah to qualify
for LEED Platinum status.

Doilney also hopes that Ncwpnrk will
serve as proof to more traditional de-
velopers that environmentally responsi-
ble development can be done while still
making a Proﬁt.

“The question is, Did you make the
amount of money you would have if
you'd developed in a sprawl fashion?
If you did, that’s the end of the Stor)’,”
notes Doilney. Gea

A MESSAGE FROM
JACK JOHNSON COMPANY

Jack fohnson Company has been a leader in
sustainable design and development for aver
30']'ear;. From sjng[cf_ﬂ'unﬂ)f homes to ski

resores, from the ocean to the mountains, cur

sustainable designs have siood the rest of time.

Our LEED uecredited design professionals
are here to guide you through this dyvnamic
process. Call or visit ourWeb site Luda‘;; W

jackjohnson.com
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Above: The Swaner EcoCenter’s Education Center sits adjacent to Newpark Hotel’s

swim-out pool and paved trail and expects to achieve LEED Platinum certification.
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SwanerkcoCenter

The Greenest Building in Utah
LEED™ Platinum Design

- Come visit us in the beautiful
Newpark Town Center
Park City, Utah

1.877.GO.SWANER
1.435.649.1767

www.swanerecocenter.org

Open to the public




